DVTS transformed digital video signals directly into Internet Protocol without any
analog conversion, which, as a result, perfectly preserved the quality of video images during transmission. In addition, one of the big advantages of this system is that any costly special teleconferencing equipment is not necessary. The installation of free DVTS software to commonly used personal computers is all that is required (1, 2) . An essential requirement, however, is to secure large enough Internet bandwidth, as much as 30Mbps per channel, which is over 200 times that of conventional systems such as the Integrated Services Digital Network (ISDN, 0.124Mbps/line).
In contrast to the commercially available Internet, the REN network can provide this very large Internet bandwidth in a stable manner. It is government funded and many universities and research centers have already been connected to it although it is not yet widely known in the medical community. Accepting the fact that the contents of this network are restricted to research and education purposes and are not allowed to be used for commercial or regular office use, it is ideally suited for broadband-based DVTS transmission and no additional charges are required if a hospital or educational institution is a REN member (3). ISDN or conventional teleconference systems which are often used in telemedicine may be useful for static pictures such as radiology or pathology, but transmission of video images has been inevitably degraded due to too much image compression and is often sluggish due to the limited bandwidth. Satellite transmission could send similar image quality to that achieved by the combination of DVTS and REN, but the huge associated cost is its biggest problem in addition to tight scheduling requirements.
Next conference and CME project
The potential use of these technologies is enormous, thanks to the high-resolution image quality with minimal cost, and the system simplicity (4, 5) . It is planned to use countries and regions. This is not only innovative and pioneering, but more than that, it fulfills our expectations for spreading current medical knowledge and expertise beyond frontiers and boundaries both domestically and internationally.
We would sincerely like to welcome you to the next World Congress in Cairo, Egypt, from 20 to 23 October 2010, where even more exciting events are being organized. 
